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Andrew Thompson 
 

The Trendle:  
a prehistoric monument on the 

edge of Dartmoor 
 

 

Why did The Cuckoo Rock? 

From this month’s committee: 

Beacon 

Some 18 months ago your Committee took the decision to 
adopt Beacon – a major management tool developed by 
national U3A. It is a highly sophisticated database. Besides 
A1 finance capabilities, it provides a secure, GDPR-com-
pliant membership list with an easy means of emailing 
members – a boon not just to the Membership Secretary 
but also to the Treasurer or the Groups Sec’y when they 
need to contact someone. No longer are branch members’ 
personal details (so prone to error!) held in committee 
members’ private PCs. It’s a truly valuable admin tool. 

Now, however, it needs further development.  

Accordingly last month the U3A Board set up a “Beacon 2 
Working Group” to advise the Trust on the implementation 
of a new system. Deadline: 2020.  

Inevitably there are cost implications. At present we pay 
50p per member; that rises immediately to £1.  

– Watch this space! 

 
 
Thank you, Walkers! 
A big thank you to all of you who gave so generously at our Mince 
Pie lunch. You gave almost £40 and, together with my Winter 
Warmers, I am able to send £65 to Save the Children in Yemen. 
A Happy New Year to you all. 
 

Please Register 

your Interest!  

 

for 10-pin Bowling, 

February 

 

for Pétanque, 

starting next Spring 

 

for Minack Theatre  

Gilbert & Sullivan 

“Princess Ida” 

24 September 

27 places 

(coach+entry) 

£31 p.p. 

 

alerts: 

Craft4Crafters show 

Westpoint Arena 

Exeter 

180 stands 

+ Authors, Artists,  

Art gallery 

February 2019 

www.craft4crafters.co.uk 

(0117) 370 3342 

 

Opera Group 2 

Tues 9.30am 

 5th Feb. Donizetti, La 

Fille du Regiment 

 5th Mar. Monteverdi, 

L’Orfeo 

 2nd April. Verdi, Il 

Trovatore  

 7th May. Janacek, The 

Cunning Little Vixen 

We have room for a 

couple more members if 

you would like to join 

 

German Tradition of 

Art & Design starts 

W.16
th

 January,9.30am 
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Because they spotted The Leaping Salmon 

Because she spotted our Amblers approach 

Why did our Amblers jump for joy? 

Burrator News  (10 Jan 2019) 

Photo credit: Keith Mountfield  

The above-average rainfall experienced in 
November and December helped to improve 
total reservoir storage, but further significant 
rainfall over the rest of the winter is needed 
to fully recover storage in our strategic 
reservoirs (Wimbleball, Roadford and 
Colliford). The levels for some of our lakes, 
for the week ending 6 January 2019 are: 

- Burrator: 96%, 4,041 mega litres 
- Roadford: 67%, 23,055 mega litres 
- Siblyback: 100%, 3,182 mega litres  
- Stithians: 93%, 4,618 mega litres 
- Argal: 100%, 1,302 mega litres 
- Upper Tamar: 100%, 1,477 mega litres  
- Wimbleball: 79%, 16,789 mega litres 

 

Christmas Entertainment 

Read the website December Meeting 
Report for a full account.  

Balloon Debate – one of these had to go … 

Not Maggie Thatcher (Jane Whitehead) … 
Not the Organic Waste Disposal Officer 
(Barbara Schofield) … 
Not HM The Queen (Mary Badge) … 
Not Winston Churchill (Mike Inman) … 
Yes … poor old Denis Thatcher copped it 
(Richard Byrn). So much for playing a 
supporter’s role! With many thanks to our Pilot: 
Jean Thompson. 

The Play Readers then got us laughing with 
their performance of Roald Dahl’s Three Little 
Pigs. And the Choir under Helena Rogers’ 
baton got us singing at the end of their perfor-
mance of Christmas Carols. All most enjoyable. 
 

Burrator Bats win award 

Neil and Paul were 
invited to the Pennon 
Environmental Awards 
and were excited to find 
they were first place 
and picked up the 
Overall Winner 
Environmental Award 
for the Burrator Bat Box 
Scheme – congrats! 
 

 
 

     Advance notice 

New Members’ Coffee Morning 

Saturday 23 February 

At the home of Jeanette Russell 

Ash Farm, Grenofen 
 
 

 
 Next month’s meeting: February 21 

Martin King “Electronic Dogs”, and  

Laurie Cowie “Cyber Security” 


