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Laura Cowie 

Cyber Security 

Burrator News 

With help from sev-
eral local groups 
including students 
from Tavistock 
College, the Mid-
week and Weekend 
volunteer practical 
groups were busy 
over the winter 
months focusing on 
the removal of willow 
growing over the 7-year old deciduous trees planted in the top 
plantation above the leat. 

Evening Talks 

Wed 27 February – 7.30pm-8.30pm – 
‘Introduction to traditional Devonshire rural 
skills’ by Don Gaskins and Richard 
Finnemore from Devon Rural Skills Trust.  
Cost £4.   Booking required. 

Thurs 21 March – 7.30pm-8.30pm – 
‘Introduction to dams and reservoirs and 
some hydrological aspects of their design’ by 
Les Hamill. Cost £4.    Booking required. 

Tues 30 April – 7.30pm-8.30pm – ‘Come and discover the 
weird and wonderful biology of lichens and learn how to identify 
some of those common in Dartmoor’s woodlands’ by Alison 
Smith, Lead Community Scientist, Plantlife. 

Sunday Family Wildlife Watch 

24 Feb and 31 March, 10.30am-12.30pm:     
Wildlife and heritage-themed activities followed by hot chocolate 
& biscuits. Child £3, adult £2. Please wear outdoor clothing and 
footwear. No booking required. 

Walking Group 

Programme 

Amblers  

Feb 4: Cliff will be leading a 

walk – TBA 

Feb 11: Elizabeth will take the 

group to Sourton to see the 

Snowdrops 

Feb 18: A walk in Bere Alston 

followed by cheese scones 

chez Valerie 

Feb 23: Ann will be taking the 

group on a walk at 

Walkhampton 

Longer Walkers 

Feb 4: North Hessary with 

Kay if the weather is fine, if 

not Cotehele. (Please bring NT 

cards if available.) 

Feb 11: David and Liz, 

depending on weather 

Feb 18: – Steve and Mary 

depending on weather 

Feb 23: The Quartet have their 

maiden walk 
 

 
 

Join us for a game of whist 

and supper in the Parish 

Rooms on Saturday 16th 

February 7 pm    £5 each. 

All proceeds to church funds.  

Further details from  

Pat Morrison and Cathy 

Sherlock, or the Parish Office 

Coffee Morning – do join us! 

Weds 6 March, Taylor’s (22 Market St) 10.30 onwards 

Contact: Jean Thompson 614635 
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Science Discussion Group 

Artificial Intelligence, an Interactive Report 

At our last meeting we members of the Science Discussion Group were trying to self-

educate on the topical subject of Artificial Intelligence (AI). This was a tall order for 

most of us, who took Physics A level before man walked on the moon. 

The first stumbling block was to find a working definition of what exactly Artificial 
Intelligence is. Several false starts before we found the answer from that ever useful tool 

of U-Tube: titled  “What is AI for people in a hurry?” by Raj Ramesh. 

Just copy this link into your browser https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ePf9rue1Ao 

and in 5 minutes time you too will feel empowered to answer this question, and see that, 

like a fly’s compound eye, AI has many facets. 

Most important after viewing, are the ethical questions that will begin to spring into your 

mind. AI can be a force for benefit or great ill. Consider “Big Data” the ability to collect, 

store and process vast amounts of data. This can be of great use in medicine in the 
aetiology, diagnosis and prevention of disease. Alternatively it can bring an Orwellian 
chill when used for the complete control of whole populations. Robotics when used to 
clear land mines, or increase the numbers of cataract operations are a blessing, but how 
does the out-of-work car worker feel about them? How do women or people of colour feel 
about algorithms written with an inherent sexual or racial bias? 

I am sure you the reader will think of many more examples. With the benefit of hindsight 

of course, man would have built safeguards into the AI systems as they were being 

developed. Belatedly the tech giants are beginning to do just that with the projects on the 
drawing board now. But we all need to become aware of these big issues and work to 
establish the common principles of control that could be adopted across the globe.  
 

Kay Anthony 

Stannary Brass Band invite you to their free 
Have A Go workshops  

Saturday 16th March 2019 
11.30 a.m. and 1.00p.m.  

(each session up to one hour but drop-in also welcome)  
At Guide Hall, Canal Road, Tavistock  

(in the corner of Bedford Car Park)  
If you enjoy this taster session Stannary Brass Band would 
welcome you to their Beginners Group or Training Band, 

with free instrument loan, and lots of support. We are also 
running 3 free, one-hour workshops for beginners and 

returners to music in March/ April; contact us for details.  
To book your place please ring  

01822 841330 or email stannarybrassband@outlook.com – 
or just drop in, we’d love to see you. 

Open Day tour of the new 
Meadowlands Centre,  

Sat 23 Feb, 10am. Please contact  
John Schofield  613460 
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