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(Thanks – Church Times) 

 
Why Beacon?! 

On 11th April Beacon 

passed another milestone – 

its 300th user: Littleborough 

(NW England.) 

What moved them to adopt? 
 Concerns about Data 

Protection as their current 
system consisted of several 
spreadsheets stored on 
Dropbox.  

 With more IT-savvy 
members joining, a more 
interactive system was 
needed.  

 Beacon offered a more 
organized one-stop shop 

system that would also 
meet Data Protection 
requirements, present and 
future. 

 Beacon Finance. 

Can’t say better! 
 

“For the members 

      By the members” 

pto! 

 
This month’s meeting: Thursday 16th 

 

Brian Freeland 

 

Richelieu – the Cardinal  
and his City 

 
Burrator News 

Sunday 19th May, 10.30am-12.30pm 

Burrator is hosting an invasive species themed workshop and 
nature trail.  

Invasive species are introduced plants and animals 
which have the ability to spread, causing damage to the 
environment, economy, our health and the way we live. 

There will be an indoor workshop of children’s games and 
activities with an invasive species theme, followed by a trail 
through the grounds to hunt for clues and solve “the alien 
detective challenge”!  

The information stand will provide leaflets and guidance on what 
can be done to help prevent the spread of invasive non-native 
plants and animals.  

Burrator Discovery Centre. £3 per child, £2 per adult (please 
bring cash as we don’t have online payment facilities). 

Please wear outdoor clothing and footwear. No booking needed. 
For more information call 01822 855700 or email 
heritage@swlakestrust.org.uk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May 26: Foraging event – Learn how to dine out in style!  
TIME: 10:00 am 
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Space probes update 

About 10 members of the Science group met for their April meeting at the 

house of Les Hill on Tuesday 9th April.  John Baker had prepared a paper on the 

current space probes investigating our Sun, Moon, and the other planets in our 

solar system. We were surprised how many there were. The sun is being 

targeted by the Parker space probe, which will come as close as 3.8 million 

miles, seven times closer than any other probe so far.  It will help us to forecast solar storms which 

can affect us.  The SOHO probe was launched 23 yrs ago, and is still sending images from the sun.  

SDO, launched in 2010 takes measurements of magnetic fields.  The moon is being investigated by 

a Chinese probe, which has landed on the far side of the moon.  It requires a satellite to orbit the 

moon to establish communications with the earth.  An Israeli probe was due to land on the moon 

on Thursday 11th April, but as we heard on the news, it crash-landed.  There are also two NASA 

probes studying the effects of the solar wind on the lunar surface. 

Mars has a number of probes exploring, including Curiosity Rover since 2014, 

which has now travelled 12 ½ miles. Opportunity Rover ceased transmitting in 

June 2018.  The InSight mission is a robotic lander, designed to study the deep 

interior of planet Mars. It arrived there in November 2018.  Other probes have 

been sent to Jupiter, Pluto and various asteroids.  The meeting heard of the 

hundreds of satellites orbiting plant earth for communications, GPS and spying.  

The session concluded with tea and cake, by Anita. 

 Mike Inman 

 

Next Meeting: 20 June Francis Burroughes 
“Don’t put your daughter on the stage” 

Mars InSight probe 

Our committee needs recruits! 

Membership Secretary, Treasurer, Secretary 
are all due to retire at this year’s AGM. 

When new U3As are set up – and when new 
members join – everyone is asked what they 
can give. Some feel they can lead a Group, 
others offer to go on a tea-rota, or meet-and-
greet at Members’ meetings. In this way we do 
achieve much valued participation.  
But what about overall organising? Achieving 
this can be hard in a well-established U3A like 
ours because a core of members tend to do the 
slog while others may sit back and let things be 
done for them. But our branch constitution 
requires committee turn-over. 

How about it? – We don’t want our WDU3A to 
collapse through complacency! 

Tavy & District U3A trip to Sidmouth 

Saturday June 29th 

8.45 dep Tavistock by coach to Exmouth for 

the 11.00 sailing to Sidmouth for 12.30 

arrival; then departing Sidmouth at 4.00 pm. 

Sailing is dependent on sea conditions.  

Cost: £20 inclusive. 

We have spare seats on the coach and would 

be happy to have member from West 

Dartmoor   U3A join us. 

Please contact Norma Woodcock, either by 

telephone 613597 or at 

normawoodcock6@gmail.com  
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